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T  H  E 

PREFACE- 

TH  E  painful  ciicurnftances  in  winch  numbers  arc 
involved,  when  aged,  or  deprived  of  that,  or  thofe, 
on  whom  their  fupport  chiefly  depended,  are  too  no- 
loiious  to  1  cquire  a  recital.  Rut  that  fame  Divine 
Vt  iftloin,  which  allows  and  orders  the  exiftence  of 
thefe  calamities,  has  mercifully,  and  in  proof  of  his 
providence,  fo  direded  its  manner,  as  to  admit  of  their 
being  gieatly  alleviated,  by  the  joint  endeavours  of 
mankind.  Cafualties,  decays  and  death  cannot  be 
prevented,  and  feparately  confidered  appear  to  be  un- 
<iei  no  particular  regulation  ;  and  yet,  when  viewed 
collectively,  are  in  a  certain  proportion,  as  has  been, 
confirmed  by  long  and  repeated  ©bfervation  ;  fo  that 
many,  by  co-operating  with  each  other,  may  fecure 
individuals  from  thofe  hardfliips  they  muft  otherwife 
experience;  and  that,  on  terms  with  which  a  reafon- 
able  and  humane  perfon  will  readily  comply,  for  the 
relief  it  muft  afford  him  to  recoiled,  that  he  and  his 
family  are  thereby  infured,  tho’  in  the  other  way  they 
fliould  never  be  benefited.  An  attention  to  thefe  par¬ 
ticulars  has  given  rife  to  various  Societies  in  Great - 
Britain ,  winch  within  a  few  years  have  multiplied  a- 
pace,  chiefly  in  London.  Though  fuch  Societies  have 
been  formed  with  a  good  defign,  yet  having  in  o-enc- 
ral  gone  upon  miftaken  principles ,  they  muft  at  leup  th, 
if  not  fpeedily  regulated,  be  produdive  of  muclwlif- 
appointment  and  calamity. 

A  benevolent  defire  of  informing  the  public  what 
calculations  might  be  depended  upon,  and  of  averting 
that  diftrefs  which  was  otherwife  to  be  expeded,  has 
induced  the  Rev.  Dr.  Price ,  an  eminent  Mathematici¬ 
an,  to  publifh  Obfervations  on  Reverfionary  Payments 
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«n  fen  ernes  for  providing*  Annuities,  for  Widows,  and 
for  performs  in  Old  Age,  &c.  Being  poffeft  cd  this 
help,  a  manufeript  copy  of  the  whole  Conftitutipn  or 
the  London  Annuity  Society,  eftabliflied  by  deed  in- 
rolled  in  1765",  to  make  annual  provilion  for  widows  ; 
and  a  printed  Abftradt  of  the  Deed  of  Settlement  ot 

•  the  Laudable  Society,  for  the  benefit  of  widows,  be- 

j  * 

gun  in  176  undemanding,  that  there  were  no  general 
Societies  of  this  nature  in  1 America ,  and  that  the  e- 
reclion  of  fucii  was  wiflied  for  by  many— and  having* 
a  defire  of  contributing  my  mite  towards  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  Colonifts,  more  efpecially  fincc  a  perfonal 
acquaintance  with  and  numerous  obligations  to  them ? 
have  here  collected  together,  and  do  prefent  to  the 
public,  materials  for  forming  fuch  Societies,  wifiring 
that  the  fame  may  prove  of  exteniive  fervice,  at  leaft 
hoping  that  they  will  meet  with  a  favourable  recepti¬ 
on.  Th  c  fir  ft  part  contains  the  plan  for  the  erection, 
continuance  and  government  of  the  Society,  with  the 
various  reafons  :  th efecond,  the  payments  to  be  made 
by  each  member,  according  to  his  refpe&ive  age,  and 
the  advantages  lie  propofes  to  obtain.  The  fclieme  is 
larger  than  thole  of  the  London  Societies,  as  it  admits  of 

O 

the  purchafing  annuities  to  be  enjoyed,  either  by  the 
purchafer  after  fuch  a  period,  or  by  another  after  his 
death  in  cafe  of  furvivorfhip  ;  and,  notwithftanding 
difference  of  age, upon  properallovvance — affords  parents 
the  opportunity  of  purchafing  for  their  children,  bre¬ 
thren  for  their  fifters  and  the  like — does  not  exclude 
females  from  becoming  purchafers — nor  debar  military 
and  fea-faring  perfons,  from  lecuring  annuities  to  he 
enjoyed  by  them  after  fuch  an  age,  though  from  pur¬ 
chafing  annuities  for  others  after  their  own  tleceafe. 

Should  fuch  a  Society  be  attempted  and  formed, 
fit  all  chearfully  afford  it  what  further  afliftance  may  at 
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any  time  be  in  my  power;  and,  that  none  may  he  rnr. 
led  by  errors  in  any  fpunous  edition  oi  tiiis  pamphlet, 
fliall  fubfcribe  my  name  to  every  copy. 

Many  might  decline  forming  themfelves,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  defires,  of  having  fuch  a  Society  eftabliih- 
ed,  ancfof  belonging  thereto,  from  an  apprelienlion  of 
their  being-  too  few.  To  obviate  fo  plaulible  an  ob- 
;  eft  ion,  let  it  be  noted,  that  the  London  Annuity  So- 
'clef;  when  it  fir  ft  formed,  the  beginning  of  17  65,  con¬ 
fided  of  no  more  than  twenty-one  members.  '1  he 
beginning  of  this  year  it  confided  of  335.  Would  not 
wifi  to  begin  fuch  a  Society  with  more  than  forty,  or 
fifty  per fons  at  moft,  as  it  will  probably  be  far  more 
eafv  for  that  number,  than  a  much  greater,  to  regu- 
late  every  matter,  to  be  concluded  upon  at  its  1  or  illa¬ 
tion  . 

The  honeft  fears  of  fame,  and  the  interefted  views 
of  others,  may  lead  many  to  affert  that  a  Society  oi 
this  nature  cannot  be  carried  on  without  the  immediate 


Liliftance  of  able  mathematicians  j  efpeciuiiy  as  i- 1  • 
Price  thus  exprefles  himftdf,  p,  13L  fpeaking  of  the 
Society  for  equitable  A  durances  on  Lives,  viz.  * c  I  would 

that  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  fafe- 
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obferve, 


ty  of  fuch  a  Society,  that  its  affairs  fhould  be  mn 
der  the  infpc£tion  of  able  mathematicians.  Me- 
cc  lanclioly  experience  {hews,  that  none  but  niatnema- 
“  ticians  are  qualified  for  forming  and  concluding 
* ^  fchemes  of  this  kind  dy  tis  mdifputahle,  that  tins 
pafiage  was  haftily  wooded,  and  that  tiie  JOocioi  had 
forp'ot  for  a  moment  what  he  himfelf  had  been  doing, 
for  in  p.  133,  he  fays,  iC  I  have,  with  a  particular 
<c  view  to  this  Society,  given  rules ,  by  wlucn  may  oe 
iC  formed  every  Table  it  can  want,  lor  {lien ing  the 
cc  values  of  aflurances  on  the  whole  duration,  01  any 
£C  terms,  of  any  one  or  two  lives,  in  iv  1  pohioie  cafes  j 
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aii  l  nothing  but  care  and  attention  can  be  neceiTary 
to  enable  any  good  arithmetician  to  calculate  front 
them.  Ly  the  Dodor’s  own  rules  any  fuch  arithme¬ 
tician  may  tiy  the  calculations  in  this  performance,  may 
collect  any  miftakes,  may  fupply  all  defects,  and  may 
adopt  other  terms  at  pleafure. 

It  may  be  agreeable  to  the  reader  of  Dr.  Price’s 
woik,  to  be  told,  that  after  its  publication  the  laft 
3  e a  1 5  fc  v  ei  al  gentlemen  of  London  were  engaged  in 
obtaining  information  as  to  the  duration  of  life,  both 
m  men  and  women  ;  and  found  that  men  in  London , 
01  good  common  health  and  expofed  to  no  particular 
dangers,  from  twenty-four  to  the  extremity  of  old  ape, 
d.c  at  tne  i  ate  oi  one  m  thirty-one  annually  and  that, 
accoi  ding  to  tiic  i  eg  liters  or  the  iVIillion  13>ank,  widows 
may  live  eighteen  years  ;  according  to  thofe  of  the 
Mercer’s  Company  (which  in  the  year  1690  adopted  a 
iclie me  for  paying  annuities  to  widows)  twenty-one 
years  on  an  average. 

*  '  o 

Sncli  Societies,  befides  being  ferviceable  to  individu— 
ais,  will,  after  a  while,  prove  of  great  public  utility  ; 

not  only  by  encouraging  matrimony,  but  by  furnifhino- 

large  fums  of  money  to  be  loaned  out ;  through  the 
help  of  which,  young  induftrious  planters  may5  pufh 
the  u  impi  o » ements  lo  the  further  enrichment  of  tiic 
community  ;  others  may  be  affiled  in  large  and  pro- 
stable  undertakings  ;  and  intereft  may  be  reduced  to 
a  more  moderate  date,  or  the  exacting  uferer’s 
methods  of  increaflng  it  beyond  what  is  legal,  be  pre- 
vented. 

It  being  a  public  advantage,  that  there  fhould  be  a 
full  fupply  of  money  to  loan  out;  and  the  nature  of  the 
country  (comparatively,  but  little  fettled)  not  allowing 
the  thought  of  a  redundancy,  it  may  be  prudent  to 
extend  the  limits,  comprehending  the  members  of  the 
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Society,  beyond  the  bounds  of  a  particular  Colony,  as 
far  as  an  equal  degree  of  healthinefs  and  fafety  will 
admit,  that  fo  the  cafh  of  individuals,  in  thofe  provin¬ 
ces  where  fuch  Societies  do  not  exift,  may  centre  where 
they  do. 

Tho’  foreign  to  the  prefent  purpofe,  yet  as  it  may 
be  plealing  to  the  generality  of  readers,  who  may 
have  no  opportunity  of  feeing  Dr.  Price’ %  performance, 
the  following  particulars  are  added. 

1  he  Dodtor  writes,  p;  204,  2©y.  “  The  original 
lL  number  of  perfons,  who  in  1643, had  fettled  in  New~ 
“  England  was  21,200.  Ever  lince  it  is  reckoned,  that 
ic  more  have  left  them  than  have  oone  to  them.  I11 

<0 

li  the  year  I?6o,  they  were  increafed  to  half  a  million* 
lc  They,  hare,  therefore,  all  along  doubled  their  own 
ic  number  in  twenty  “five  years.  And  if  they  continue 
*c  to  increafe  in  the  fame  rate,  they  will,  feventy  years 
iC  hence,  in  New-England  alone,  be  four  millions  ;  and 
u  in  all  North- America,  above  twice  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  Great- Britain d*  The  Doctor  fub- 
joins  in  a  note,  u'  Since  writing  the  above— I  have  feen 
a  particular  account,  grounded  chiefly  on  furveys 
<c  lately  taken  with  a  view  to  taxation  and  for  other 
cc  purpofes,  of  the  number  of  males  between  16  and 
60,  in  the  four  provinces.  According  to  this  ac- 
ic  acount,  the  number  of  fuch  males  is  218,0©©.  The 
*c  whole  number  of  people  therefore  between  16  and 
cc  60,  mull:  be  nearly  436,000.  In  order  to  be  more  fure 
4C  of  avoiding  excefs,  I  will  call  them  only  400,000.” 
The  Doctor  proceeds,  and  upon  a  moderated  calcula¬ 
tion  infers  that — the  whole  number  of  people  will  be 
720,000.  But  fuppofing  that  there  was  this  number 
when  the  furveys  were  made,  and  that  the  inhabitants 
double  in  the  time  fpecifled,  they  will  be  more  than 
four  millions  in  New-England  in  lefs  than  60  years  ; 


[  vi.  ] 

and  in  fifty,  the  Colonifts  of  all  North- America,  what 
by  internal  population  and  fet tiers  from  Europe ,  will 
probably  be  more  than  double  to  the  then  inhabitants 
of  Great-Britain.  For  it  appears  from  Dr.  Price’s 
Supplement,  lately  publifhed,  that  Old- England  and 
Wales  are  depopulating  apace,  and  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  now  a  million  and  a  half  fewer  than  in  the 
year  1690,  fee  p.  21.  He  further  fays,  p.  60,  cc  the 
cc  number  of  houfes  in  the  kingdom  (meaning  Eng- 
land  and  Wales')  in  1766  was  980,692.  Call  them 
iC  however  a  million,  and  the  number  of  people 
iC  in  England  and  Wales  will  be  four  millions  and  a 
ic  half,  allowing;  4I  to  a  houfe:  and  five  millions  al- 
lowing  five  to  a  houfe.  The  former  is  probably  too 
Ct  large  an  allowance  ;  but  the  latter  is  certainly  fa, 
u  The  number  of  people  in  the  kingdom  may,  there- 
cc  fore,  be  ftated  as  probably  not  more  than  four  miili- 
<c  ons  and  a  half  ;  but  certainly  not  five  millions.” 

When  the  Colonifts  ftiall  have  become  thus  numerous^ 
and  fhall  fo  far  exceed  in  people  the  mother  country, 
they  muft  either  be  eafy  and  happy,  in  the  fecure 
and  confirmed  enjoyment  of  their  refpe&ive  liberties* 
being  clofely  united  in  one  common  caufe  ;  or  be 
miferable  in  abjeeft  flavery,  thro’  divifions  and  cowar¬ 
dice  ;  or  be  convulfed  in  dangerous  ftruggles.  The 
period  is  fo  nigh,  that  the  parent  may  look  upon  his 
newborn  infant,  as  a  future  acftual partaker  in  the  hap- 
pinefs  or  mifery  thereof ;  and  nmft  therefore  be  ani  ¬ 
mated  in  exerting  his  feveral  powers,  that  fo  it  may 
be  a  day  of  joy  and  gladnefs. 


Ho  x  bury ,  Ad  ay  2  oth7 
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P  A  R  T  I, 

Containing  the  Plan  for  the  Erection ,  CoH« 
tlnuance  and  Government  of  the  Society 

w/7/j  the  various  reafons . 

</ 

TH  E  ddign  being  to  eflablifh— not  a  company  of 
a  few  members,  whofhall  make  a  particular  acU 
vantage,  and  enrich  theinfelves,  by  infilling  fmaller  be¬ 
nefits  to  others  j  but  —a  Society 5  where  all  ihall  be' 
joint  proprietors,  in  one  common  flock  formed  front 
their  refpective  contributions;  and  have  equal  ri<  hts^ 
and  receive  their  full  advantage  in  proportion  to  tneir 
feveral  payments  :  And  as  tlie  Society  fhould  be  lar^e „ 
that  fo  the  cafualties,  by  being  greatly  divided,  may 
the  lefs  affect  its  capital,  and  the  annual  contingencies 
may  come  the  nearer  to  an  equality  j  and  yet  not  too 
large,  leit  its  good  government  jfhotild  be  prevented, 
or  the  greafnefs  of  its  flock  in  a  dillant  period,  fliould 
induce  perlbns  of  power,  having  no  right,  to  interfere 
in  its  concerns  :  And  that  it  may  be  the  more  extent 
fively  ufeful,  let  it  be  agreed  by 

ARTICL E  L 

The  Society  may  confift  of,  but  not  more  fnan,  tw& 
thoufand  perfons  ;  and  each  to  be  admitted  fhall  by 
himfetf  or  agent,  fubferibe  one  common  deed ,■  tipori 
that  commence  a  member,  and  be  bound  by  the  agree¬ 
ments  and  covenants  therein  mentioned,/  The  members 
form  two  eiaffeS,  the  firft  of  which  (hall  cotttpftf* 

A 


t  *  ] 

iicnci  thole  who  propofc  fccuring  annuities,  after  their 
own  deceafe,  to  wives  or  others,  in  cafe  of  furvivor- 
fhip  ;  the  iccond,  thofe  who  are  for  purchafing  to  them- 
felves  an  annuity  after  a  certain  age*  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  life. 


All  perfons,  at  ad  midion,  fhould,  in  point  of  age,  be 
clear  of  either  extreme,  and  inhabit  within  certain  li¬ 
mits.  Prudence  and  equity  require,  that  they  of  the 
fil'd  clafs  fhould  not  be  expofed,  from  their  relidence, 
calling  or  manner  of  life,  to  peculiar  dangers,  beyond 
what  belong  to  mankind  in  general  ;  and  yet,  that  no 
objection  fhould  arife  from  ferving  in  ihc  militia,  that 
being  the  conftitutional  defence  of  the  whole  commu¬ 
nity,  and  fo  implying  the  fafety  of  the  fmaller  focie- 
ties.  No  danger  arifes  to  the  Society,  from  any  lu¬ 
cre  afe  cl  hazards  to  which  they  of  the  fecond  clafs 
may  be  expofed  ;  and  therefore  thofe;  who  cannot  with 
fafety  be  admitted  into  the  firft,  may  with  advantage 
be  taken  into  the  fecond.  A  perfon  admitted  into  the 
firft  clafs,  may  be  allowed,  when  not  too  far  advanced 
in  life,  to  hold  aifo  under  the  fecond.  And  therefore 
let  it  be 

ARTICLE  II. 

Every  perfon  at  admilfion  fliall  not  be  younger  than 
twenty-one,  nor  older  than  lixty  years  ;  and  fhall  re- 
lide  within  the  limits  of —  [Here  the  limits  to  be  fpeci - 
fled ,  as  may  be  concluded  on ,  after  mature  deliberation , 
by  the  firft  members No  one  of  the  firft  clafs  (hail 
folio  w  a  lea-faring  lire,  or  be  engaged  in  the  land  fer- 
vice  as  an  officer,  foldier  or  otherwife,  by  reafon  of 
the  fuperior  riik  of  his  employment ;  but  may  belong 
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to,andferve  in  the  militia.  One,  who  cannot  be  of  thf 
firlt  ciafs,  on  account  of  his  callino-  and  manner  of  lifer, 
or,  whom  the  directors  may  refute  admitting  into  it 
becaufc  of  bad  health  or  other  threading  cir  cum  flan’ 
ccs ;  may  become  a  member  in  the  fecond-  A  perfon 
admitted  into  the  firft,  may  at  any  time,  when  not  too 
aged,  join  himfelf  alfo  to  the  fecond,  fubjeft  to  the  li¬ 
mitation  of  acting  only  as  a  tingle  member  in  all  the 
management  of  the  Society's  affairs 


That  the  Society,  may  be  fecured  from  frauds  and 
impositions,  let  it  be 

ARTICLE  III. 

Eyery  perfon,  propofing  to  be  a  member,  (hail  give 
in, his  name,  refidence,  age,  title  or  profeffion  j  and 
mention  whether  married  orfingle  5  if  married  and  in¬ 
tending  to  fecure  the  benefit  of  a  furvivorfhip  to  hi$ 
wife,  her  age,  chriflian  and  former  name — and  where- 
ever  fuch  benefit  is  intended,  the  age,  chriftian  and  fur- 
name,  and  refidence  of  the  party  for  whom  it  is  defigned 
— to  the  directors  at  one  of  their  meetings,  and  at  fame 
fubfequent  one,  {hall,  if  refiding  within  twenty  miles, 
appear  perfonally  to  be  examined  by  them,  as  to  the  date 
of  his  health,  readinefs  to  conform  to  and  be  bound  by 
the  rules  of  the  Society,  and  the  like  ;  and  upon  their 
having  obtained  all  needful  fatisfa<£lion,and  agreed  up¬ 
on  his  admiflion,  he  (hall  upon  paying  the  ftipulated 
premium  become  a  member,  and,  upon  figning  the 
deed  by  himfelf  or  agent,  receive  without  any  farther 
charge  a  policy  fetting  forth,  that  he  the  holder  there¬ 
of,  in  confideration  of  his  complying  with  the  terms 
therein  mentioned }  fhall  himfelf  receive^  or  fecure  to 
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another  the  prnpofed  benefits, in  cafe  he  /hall  haveliv- 
r«l  one  whole  calendar  year  from  the  time  of  his  ad- 
>mdh>n5  bnt  that  other  vole  all  lie  may  have  paid  ilia!  1 
be  forfeited,  and  go  to  t lie  Society's  capital.  Should 
the  pcrlQn  propofed  live  at  a  greater  diftan.ee  than 
twenty  miles,  then  the  directors  may  be  fatisfied  in  a- 
ny  other  way  that  fiiall  be  agreed  upon.  The  policy 
ft i all  be  invalidated  where  obtained  by  fraud,  deceit,  and 
impofttion? 


To  counteraA  any  partiality  by  which  director? 
may  be  induced  to  reject  a  proper  candidate  :  to 
rid  the  Society  of  fuch  as  may  become  offenfive  and 
fcandalous  :  and  to  fecure  it  from  being  bqrthened  with 
payments,  before  the  natural  courfe  of  things  require 
them;  and  from  paying  improper  perfons,  it  may  be 
ftipulated  by 

ARTICLE  IV* 

Any  perfon  rejedded  by  the  directors  may  appeal  to 
the  Society  when  affembled  at  any  general  meeting, 
and  upon  the  majority's  voting  for  his  admifiion,  he 
fiiall  be  put  up  again  at  the  next  general  meeting,  and 
upon  then  having  the  votes  of  the  majority  fhall  be 
forthwith  admitted,  upon  his  complying  .with  the  ufual 
requirements.  Should  it  happen  that  a  member  be¬ 
comes  injurious,  disgraceful,  or  obnoxious  to  the  ge¬ 
nerality,  the  expulfion  of  fuch  perfon  fiiall  be  lawful, 
provided  that  the  orders  for  the  fame  be  made  at  a  ge¬ 
neral  meeting  of  the  foclety  and  confirmed  at  the  next 
fiucccfiive  one,  either  affembled  of  courfe  or  called  oil 
purpofc,  and  at  each,  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  all 
prefent,  or,  in  cafe  of  a  divifion,  of  three  fourths ;  but 
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upon  fuch  expulfion  the  party  fhall  receive  back  all  the 
net  principal  monies  paid  by  him,  upon  his  peaceably 
agreeing  to  furrender  up  his  policy  ;  and  on  his  refil¬ 
ling  to  do  it  fhall  forfeit  both.  Was  the  perfon  expelled 
entitled  toror  an  actual  receiver  of,  an  annuity,  in  con- 
fecpmice  of  his  hav.ng  been  a  member  of  the  fecond 
clafs,  the  full  time  required,  lie  fhall  not  be  deprived 
of  his  annuity,  which  (hall  be  paid,  notwithftanding 
liis  expulfion^  Should  a  member  become  a  felon,  die 
or  have  his  death  occafioncd  in  or  by  a  duel ;  or  felo- 
nioufly  make  away  with  himfelf ;  or  Ihould  he  make  a 
voyage  exceeding  twenty  Englifh  leagues  from  port  to 
port,  without  licenfe  iirft  obtained  from  the  directors, 
and  die  in  fuch  voyage  ;  or  fliould  he  go  beyond  the 
limits  agreed  upon  without  a  licenfe,  and  there  die  $  or 
fliould  he  betake  himfelf  to  a  fea-faring  life  ;  or  en¬ 
gage  in  the  land  fervice,  as  an  officer,  foldieror  other- 
wife  ;  in  any  fuch  cafe  the  benefit  of  furvivorfhip  in¬ 
tended  tq  have  been  fecured  to  another  by  his  policy 
fhall  be  forfeited.  Should  the  wife  be  divorced  for  a- 
dultery,  or  in  any  oilier  way  have  her  relation  cliflol- 
ved  ;  or  fliould  the  receiver  of  an  annuity  live  in  an  un¬ 
lawful  cohabitation,  or  be  guilty  of  felony,  the  right 
to  the  annuity  fhall  ceafe® 


That  perfons  may  have  ample  encouragement  for 
becoming  members,  and  flill  the  fociety  be  fecured  a- 
gainft  any  unfair  practices  ;  and  that  none  of  either  fex 
maybe  unneceflarily  excluded,  let  it  be 

ARTICLE  V. 

A  bachelor  or  widower  may  become  a  member  for 
the  benefit  of  a  future  wife  ;  but^  in  that  cafe,  to  pre- 
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fervc  the  focicty  from  being  injured  by  marriages  of  de» 
figning  perfons  in  a  dying  condition,  or  deceived  by  any 
one's  pretending  to  be  the  widow  of  fucli  member  after 
his  deceafe,  and  to  ascertain  the  certainty  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  being  legally  married,  be  it  agreed,  that  no  per- 
fon  claiming  as  the  widow  of  fach  member  (hall  be  enti¬ 
tled  to  any  annuity,  unl.efs  fuch  member,  whofe  widow 
fhe  claims  to  be,  fliall,  at  lead:  three  months  before  his 
death,  have  delivered  in  to  the  directors,  or  fome  one 
of  them,  a  fatisfadtory  certificate  of  his  marriage  with 


fuch  perfon,  together  with  her  true  age  ; 


and  they' 


fiiall  have  approved  thereof,  and  fettled  for  the  fame. 
Women  way  be  admitted  into  either  clafs,  under  li¬ 
ngular  reftriduons  with  thofe  already,  or  hereafter  to 
be  mentioned,  and  be  allowed  to  vote  in  all  the  Socle** 
ty's  affairs  either  in  perfon  or  by  proxy. 


Where  the  individual  intended  to  be  benefited  by  a 
future  annuity , dies  before  the  time  of  it's  becoming  due, 
the  member  pur  dialing  the  fame  may  poflibly  think, 
that,  without  paying  afrefh  as  though  newly  admitted, 
he  jfhould  have  a  right  of  fubftituting  another  in  the 
place  of  the  deceafed,  in  confetpience  of  what  he  may 
have  already  paid  ;  but  as  tlie  deceafe  of  fuch  perfons 
is  one  of  the  chances  the  fociety  mull  avail  itfclf  of, 
in  order  to  its  paying  the  propofed  annuities  where 
they  become  due,  it  is  needful  that  the  member  fiiould 
pay  afrelh,  as  though  newly  admitted,  on  his  propo¬ 
sing  to  fecure  an  annuity  to  another  individual  :  how¬ 
ever,  if  he  lias  accompliflied,  or  upon  his  accomplishing, 
his  probation  year ,  the  renewal  of  that  may  be  difpenfed 
with  5  he  may  have  the  right  of  continuing  a  member, 
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anti  the  payments  lie  may  make  after  the  deceafe  of 
one  individual  till  he  fettles  for  another,  may  be  dif- 
counted  in  fuch  future  fettlement ;  and  it  may  be 

ARTICLE  VI. 

Upon  the  deceafe  of  the  party,  for  whom  the  a n- 
nuity  propofed  in  the  policy  was  defigned,  the  mem¬ 
ber  forfeits  the  monies  paid,  to  the  ufe  of  the  Socie¬ 
ty  ;  and  muft  fettle  as  a  new  admitted  member,  for  a« 
ny  frefli  perfon  propofed  as  a  future  annuity-receiver, 
and  take  out  another  policy  j  but,  having  accomplish- 
ed,  or  upon  accomplishing,  the  probation-year,  the  re¬ 
newal  of  that  Shall  be  difpenfed  with  :  he  Shall  alfo 
have  the  right  of  continuing  a  member,  and  all  the 
net  principal  monies  paid  by  him,  in  the  intermediate 
fpace,  between  the  deceafe  of  one  individual  and  his 
fettling  for  another,  Shall  be  discounted  in  fitch  Settle¬ 
ment  » 


It’s  effential  to  the  cxiftence  of  the  Society,  that 
the  payments  Should  be  both  fully  and  regularly  made  ; 
but,  as  experience  abundantly  proves,  that,  whatever 
time  is  allowed,  many  will  delay  performance  to  thelafl 
period,  aitdpf  not  compelled  by  a  forfeit,  exceed  ;  and 
yet,  fliould  the  time  allowed  be  very  Short*  or  the  for¬ 
feiture  large,  there  will  be  a  perpetual  litigation  ;  and 
as,  after  repeated  refufalor  neglect  upon  notice  given, 
an  ab Solute  exclusion  fliould  take 
purport  of 

ARTICLE  VII. 

The  member  Shall  pay  what  annual  Sum  he  has  Sti¬ 
pulated  for,  in  half  yearly  payments,  reckoning  from  the 
time  of  his  admifTion,  within  thirty  days  after  bccoiu* 


place,  it  may  be  the 
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|ng  due,  on  penalty  of  fix-pence  for  every  day  he  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  thirty  ;  and  in  cafe  he  (hall  not  pay  the  half 
yearly  fumwith  tlie  forfeitures  due  thereon,  within  two 
calendar  months  from  the  day  of  its  becoming  due, 
notice  in  writing  or  print  lhall  be  delivered  to  each 
perfon  fo  making  default,  or  left  lot*  hint  at  his  laft 
place  of  abode,  or  if  that  cannot  be  conveniently  done, 
then  an  advertlfement  lhall  be  inferted  in  fome  one  of 
the  public  papers  requiring  payment  of  the  fame,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  Ids  policy,  and  being  excluded  by  a 
limited  time,  notlefs  than  twenty  days  from  the  date 
of  fuch  advertlfement,  and  in  cafe  the  fame  (ball  not 
be  paid  together  with  the  forfeitures  and  all  charge* 
attending  fuch  default,  within  the  fpace  of  three  ca¬ 
lendar  months  from  the  time  when  the  fame  became 
due,  or  within  the  time  advertifed,  his  policy  lhall  be 
forfeited,  and  he  be  totally  excluded,  and  all  his 
former  payments  go  to  the  ule  of  the  Society  .  but 
fhould  a  member  who  has  negle&ed  paying,  happe* 
to  die  before  the  end  of  the  three  calendar  months,  or 
the  time  appointed  by  fuch  notice  or  advertlfement,  fo 
as  not  to  be  at  his  deceafe  actually  excluded,  in  fuch 
cafe  the  perfon  to  be  benefited  by  his  policy  lhall  re¬ 
ceive  all  the  advantages  of  it,  upon  paying  the  monies 
due  to  the  Society,  with  all  the  forfeitures  and  charges 
attending  the  fame,' 


The  Society  is  fuppofed  to  be  actuated  by  principles 
of  honefty,  honor,  and  humanity,  and  to  have  no  cle- 
lign ,  of  inducing  perfons  to  fecure  advantages  to  them- 
fetves  or  relations,  by  coming  inter  it  at  the  expence  of 
creditors  ;  or  of  obtaining  benefits  to  itfelf  from  the 
misfortunes  of  its  members,  tliercfoic  let  t  be 


is 
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ARTICLE  VIII, 


The  party  who  was  to  have  received  an  annuity,  but, 
which  has  been  forfeited  from  a  failure  of  payment, 
through  tiie  late  member’s  becoming  a  bankrupt  or 
public  infolvent,  may,  in  cafe  fuch  per  foil  w 


'as  a 


member  and  made  his  payments  for  the  fpace  of  three 
years  and  upwards,  have  paid  to  him  or  her,  in  lieu  of 
fuch  annuity,  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent  ;  for  all  the 
net  principal  monies  received  from  him:  and  fhouki  it. 
happen,  that  any  individual  member,  or  propofed,  or 
actual  receiver  of  an  annuity,  fhouki, by  the  operation 
of  the  Society’s  general  rules, fuftain  any  particular  hard  - 
Imp,  fuch  perion  may  apply  to  the  body  when  nfle ru¬ 
bied,  who  (hall  have  power  to  grant  what  relief  (hall 
be  judged  reafonahle  and  confident  with  the  true  intc- 
l'eft  of  the  Society,  and  the  ability  thereof. 


The  deaths  of  the  members  fhculd  be  timely  and 
fatisfaetoi'ily  notified,  and  the  lives  of  the  annui¬ 
ty-receivers  properly  afeertained 


that 


the 


Socie¬ 
ty  may  guard  againft  frauds,  and  proceed  regularly  vr, 
its  accounts  ;  let  it  be  provided  for,  in 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Notice  of  the  death  and  burial  of  every  deccafcd 
member,  fhall  be  left  with  the  fecretary  or  directors  of 
the  Society,  one  month  next  after  his  deceafe,  under 
the  penalty  of  five  (hillings,  to  be  deducted  out  of  the 
firft  payment  of  the  annuity  to  be  received,  and  the 
annuity-receiver  fliall  by  oath,  affirmation,  or  in  feme 
other  way  that  may  be  thought  fufEcient,  give  proof 
to  the  directors  of  the  time  and  place  of  fuch  members 

deceafe,  and  of  the  caufe  of  his  death,  or  of  the  dif- 
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temper  of  which  he  died  ;  and  fatisfaCtion  O'. all  be  giv¬ 
en,  when  required ,  of  the  annuity-receiver’s  being  liv¬ 
ing,  and  not  having  forfeited  the  annuity,  at  the  time 
the  payment  applied  for  became  due. 


Let 

ARTICLE  X,  contain, 

i  )'  ■  '  '  k. 

The  fubftance  of  2d  pt.  fpecifying  the  confiderati- 
pns  to  be  made  by  the  members,  and  the  benefits  to  be 
fecured,  and  that  the  annuities  fhall  be  paid  half  yearly , 
and  begin  upon  the  fecond  of  the  four  ufual  quarter 
days,  that  lliall  happen  next  after  the  annuity-recei¬ 
ver  becomes  ih  tit  led  thereto,  on  his  having  comply  ed 
with  what  is  required  by  the  other  articles .  Here  it  may 
be  provided,  in  order  to  accommodate  all,  that  a  per- 
fon  upon  making  an  half  payment,  a  full  payment  and 
an  half,  or  a  double  payment,  though  it  may  not  be 
prudent  to  admit  more,  fhall  fecure  a  proportionable 
annuity;  as  alfo  that  a  member  may,  with  the  allow¬ 
ance  of  the  directors,  takeout  a  frefh  policy,  till  bis 
whole  right  amounts  to  a  double  annuity,  but  no  fur¬ 
ther. 


To  guard  againft  all  poflible  events, however  impro¬ 
bable  and  unexpected,  and  to  prevent  the  Society  or 
annuity-receiver’s  being  greatly  or  unfairly  injured 
thereby,  let 

ARTICLE  XI,  exprefs,  that, 

If,  in  cafe  of  an  unufual  mortality  among  the  mem¬ 
bers,  any  heavy  Ioffes,  or  calamities  that  may  befal  the 


—— 
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anfwcr  the  prefent  annuities  and  alfo  to  fecure  the  like 
for  future  annuity -receivers,  they  fhall  then  be  em¬ 
powered  to  call  upon  the  members  for  ah  additional 
firm,  not  amounting  in  the  whole  to  more  than  at  the 
rate  of  two  (hillings  for  the  half  year  on  every  pound 
to  be  paid  ;  nor  from  the  members  who  paid  the  whole 
confideration  money  atentrar.ee,  more  than  at  the  rate 
of  five  (hillings  half  yearly  on  a  future  thirty  pound  pur-' 
chafed  annuity  2  Should  not  this  call  fully  anfwcr then 
the  annuities  (hall  be  gradually  reduced  in  equal  pro¬ 
portions,  till  fuch  reduction  together  with  the  call*, 
(hall  have  balanced  for  the  deficiency,  occafioned  by 
the  calamity  with  which  the  Society  may  have  been 
overtaken,  when  the  annuities  (hall  be  raifed  again  10 
their  firfi:  height. 


Should  the  Society  by  the  utmoft  improvement  of  its 
monies,  and  remarkable  prosperity,  be  found,  after  a 
trial  of  twenty  years,  upon  the  fancied:  examination* 
made  by  perfons  appointed  thereto,  to  have  a  furplus 
capital  beyond  what  is  needful,  it  may  be  agreed  by 

ARTICLE  XIL 

The  filtered  of  the  furplus  lhall  be  appropriated  an-* 
nually  for  railing  the  annuities,  where  the  an  unity -re • 
ceivers  (hall  be  fifty  years  old  or  upwards,  and  the 
perfons  through  whom  they  became  /hi titled  had  been 
twenty  and  one  years  members  bef  ore  the  commence** 
aiie'nt  of  fuch  title. 
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iety,  the  directors  fhall  find  upon  inquiry,  that  the 
ital  with  the  half  yearly  payments  is  not  iuflkieut  W 
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The  neceflity  and  advantage  of  fe curing  the  annui¬ 
ties  unalienable  to  the  intended  receivers  named  in  the 
policies,  are  very  apparent  ;  by  that  means  the  bene¬ 
ficial  defigns  of  the  plan  are  more  fecure  of  taking- 
place,  and  the  fociety  itfclf  is  guarded  againlt  litigi¬ 
ous  claims  by  virtue  of  af ligaments  ]  let  it  therefore  be 
refolved  by 

ARTICLE  XIIL 

For  the  better  fecuring  the  feveral  annuities.to  the 
proper  ufe  oi  the  intended  receivers  named  on  the  po¬ 
licies,  no  annuity  fhall  be  transferable,  or  allignable, 
or  liable  to  be  charged,  either  by  the  member?  hold¬ 
ing  the  policy,  or  the  propofed  annuity-receiver,-  fo 
as  to  convey  array  the  benefit  defigned  to  be  fecured 
to  fuch  receiver:  fuch  alfignment,  transfer  or  incum¬ 
brance  ill  a  11  be  in  itfelf  void  ;  and  whenever  made  by 
the  intended  or  actual  annuity-receiver,  the  Society 
fhall  have  power,  at  a  general  meeting,  either  of  de¬ 
claring  the  annuity  forfeited,  or  of  appointing  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  it,  by  order  of  the  directors,  as  thefe  may 
conclude  upon,  to  one  or  more,  for  the  foie  benefit  of 
the  annuity-receiver  named  in  the  policy. 


That  the  annuity-receiver  may  be  lubject  to  no  un- 
necelfary  trouble,  and  yet  the  Society  be  fafe,  let  it  be 
fettled  by 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

The  policy  fhall  be  brought  to  the  place  appointed 
for  payment,  and  the  annuity  be  received  by  the  per- 
fon  therein  named  and  intended  to  be  benefited  there¬ 
by  ;  but  in  cafe  of  ficknefs,  infirmities,  cliflant  refi- 
dence,  or  any  other  fufficient  obftacle,  the  annuity 
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ill  ay  and  (hall  be  paid  to  fuch  per  Ton  whom  the  annui¬ 
ty-receiver  may  depute  ;  which  perfon  lb  all  be  approv¬ 
ed  of  by  the  directors,  and  fhall  bring  the  policy,  to¬ 
gether  with  an  order  figned  by  the  annuity-receiver, 
and  a  certificate  from  two  credible  witnefles  inhabiting 
the  place  of  the  annuity-receiver's  refidence,  declar¬ 
ing  that  fuch  annuity-receiver  figned  fuch  order,  and 
was  then  living. 


Whereas  every  member  is  equally  concerned  hi  the 
affairs  of  the  Society,  though  the  policies  may  be  of 
different  value,  the  lowed  being  (it  mud  be  fuppofed) 
of  like  importance,  with  the  higheft,  to  the  refpeCtive 
holders  ;  and  that  the  baneful  influence  of  ambition, 
fUpcrioriCy,  dependance,  connections*  afiurance  and 
impetuofity,  may  not  leflen  the  freedom  of  individuals, 
engrofs  the  management  to  a  certain  fet,  and  exclude 
others  howey  qualified  and  defired  by  the  gener 
let  it  be  dipulated  by 


A  R  T  I  C  L  E  XV.- 

Every  peifon  (hall  have  one  vote,  and  no  more,  be 
the  value  of  his  policy  what  it  will :  the  admiflion  of 


members,  and  the  choice  of  individuals  to  fill  up  the 
different  offices  (hall  be  always  by  ballot ;  and  the  de¬ 
termination  of  all  qucdions,  whether  at  a  general  meet- 
*ng\  among  the  directors,-  when  not  unanimous, 
fhall  be  alio  by  ballot,  if  demanded  by  any  two  pre¬ 
sent.  Fifteen  directors  and  a  treafurer  lb  all  be  chofen  at 


the  general  meeting  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  any  c 
all  of  whom  fliall  be  liable  to  a  removal  at  the  plea 
fure  of  the  Society,  duely  called  cr  regularly  comin 
together  in  a  general  meeting.  The  treafurer  may  b 
continued  from  year  to  year  without  being;  changed 
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but  the  directors  £hall  not  any  of  them  be  continued 
longer  than  three  years  fuccefiively  ;  five  fhall  go  out 
every  year,  and  five  new  ones,  who  Ihall  not  have  been 
in  the  direction  for  full  three  years  back,  lha.ll  be  cholen 
in  their  room.  Should  the  increafe  of  the  Society  and 
other  circumftances  require  it,  their  number  may  be  en¬ 
larged  to  twenty  four,  and  eight,  old  ones  go  out,  and 
new  be  chofen  in,  annually* 


Should  the  legillature  of  any  particular  government, 
in  which  fuch  a  Society  may  be  formed,  concur  in  pro¬ 
moting  a  fcheme,  confined  to  no  party,  and  calculat¬ 
ed  for  public  as  well  as  private  utility,  and  bellow  up¬ 
on  it  an  incorporation,  there  whl  be  no  call  hr  tiuf- 
tees  }  but  fhould  any  motives  of  mi  (taken  policy  prevent 
their  doing  it,  let  it  be  concluded  on  by 

ARTICLE  XVL 

Till  an  incorporation  can  be  obtained,  five  truftees 
fhall  be  chofen  annually,  to  hold  in  their  joint  names 
the  Society's  effects  and  monies,  fuch  only  excepted  as 
may  be  in  the  hands  of  the  treafufer  for  current  ufe  ; 
the  number  or  fets  of  whom  may  be  increafed  as  the 
flock  of  the  Society  enlarges,  that  fo  no  fet  may  hold 
too  great  a  value.  Thefe  truftees  Ihall  be  continued 
removed  or  changed  at  the  pleafure  of  the  Society  . 
and  every  policy  (hall  be  figned  by  three  of  them.  No 
perfon  fliall  be  a  truftee,  who  has  any  of  the  Society  s 

money  on  intereft. 

A.  B.  Societies  are  not  illegal  for  want  of  incorpo¬ 
ration  :  fuch  focieties  are  very  common  in  London ,  and 
are  allowed  to  form  tliemfelves  by  deed  ol  Settlement^, 
which  are  inrolled  in  the  higheft  courts  ot  the  king- 


i 


C  is  1 

doiTK  The  deed  pf  fettlement  of  the  Laudable  Society* 
for  the  benefit  of  Widows,  was  inrolled  in  the  High 
Court  of  Chancei  y,  bearing  date  the  l  8 th  of  March, 
v  76  i .  That  of  the  London  Annuity  Society,  in  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  by  order  of  Lord  Cambdcn ,  bearing 
date  the  lit  of  January,  1765.  Some  of  the  hrft  pub¬ 
lic  focieties  in  London  are  unincorporated,  and  though 
po  fife  ft  of  yery  large  capitals  hold  them  fafely,  arid 
without  fear,  by  the  help  of  faithful  truftee^. 


Let  it  be 


ARTICLE  XVII. 

The  truftees  and  treafnrer  jliall  from  time  to  time 
execute  to  the  directors,  proper  and  fufficient  declara¬ 
tions  of  trull,  to  evidence  that  the  feveral  fums  in  their 
hands,  and  fecurities  by  them  taken,  and  purchaRs 
made,  are  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  Society,  and  to  be 
difpofed  of  accoiding  to  the  rules  and  orders  thereof, 
and  from  time  to  time  made  coiiceiiiing  the  • 

They  (hall  alfo  refpectively  enter  into  and  give  that 
fecurity  which  fhall  be  reafonably  required  of  them, 
for  the  due  execution  of  the  trufts  in  them  repoled  j 
which  fecurity  ftiall  be  given  to  Inch  perfon  or  perfons 
as  fhall  be  nominated  by  the  members  at  4  general 

meeting. 


Ss 


1!  r 


That  the  rights  of  the  body  may  not  be  encroached 
upon,  and  at  length  furreptitioufly  leffened,  by  tho.c 
elected  for  and  entrufted  with  the  management  ol  its 
affairs  ;  that  every  individual  in  his  private  capacity 
may  have  his  full  {hare  of  power,  and  may  receive 


en  clone  or  is  doinoq 
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ill  due  information  of  what  has  be 
and  that  the  executive  part  may  have  the  opinion  "of 
tne  whole  when  wanted,  and  may  be  under  a  proper 
check,  let  it  be  declared  in 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E  XVIII. 

i  hcrc  fliall  be  two  Hated  annual  general  meetings, 
hull  a  years  distance  from  each  other  ;  the  firft  to  be 
as  near  as  convenient  after  the  Society’s  hating  been 
formed  fix  calendar  months,  at  which,  vacancies  cc- 
cafioned  by  death,  abfence,  neglect  or  rexlgnation,  (ball 
be  filled  up  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  ;  and  five 
niembei s,  being'  neither  truitee,  treafurer  nor  direct- 
or,  ftiall  be  chofen  for  auditors  to  examine  and  audit 
the  Society  s  accounts,  as  near  down  to  the  next  Ha¬ 
ted  general  meeting  as  poffible ;  at  which,  being-  the 
iecond,  to  be  held  foon  after  the  anniversary  of  the 
Society's  formation,  the,  or  the  major  part  of  the,  au¬ 
ditors  fliall  report  to  the  body  the  ftate  of  its  accounts, 
and  of  the  capital  ftock,  and  the  directors,  treafurer 
and  truftees  for  the  year  enfiung  fliall  be  chofe  agree¬ 
able  to  what  has  been  before  mentioned.  At  thefe 
Hated  general  meetings,  no  matter  of  confequence, 
and  only  bufmefs  of  courfe  or  neceffity  fliall  be  tranf- 
acted ,  unlefs  notice  of  the  fame  fliall  have  been  given 
full  three  weeks  before,  in  the  fummonfes  adyifing  of 
Inch  meeting ,  The  directors  may  and  fliall  at  their 
diferetion  fummon  general  meetings,  as  often  as  af¬ 
fairs  require  it,  and  alfo  whenever  any  nine  members 
fliall  requell:  the  fame  in  writing  ;  and  in  cafe  of  tlie  di¬ 
rectors  neglecting  to  comply  with  fuch  requcfl  for  the 
ipace  of  one  calendar  month,  then  the  faicl  nine  mem¬ 
bers  may,  by  letters  and  public  advertifements  figned 
by  tliemfelves,  fummon  within  three  weeks  a  general 
meeting,  which  fhall  be  equally  valid  as  though  called 
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-  9  f  .  i  t 

by  t lie  directors.  The  particular  bufinels,  to  be  tranf-* 
acted  at  thofe  general  meetings  which  are  not  (fated, 
fliall  be  mentioned  in  the  funimonfes  and  advertife- 
ments,  and  no  one  thing  (had  be  finally  concluded  up¬ 
on  relative  thereto,  mile fs  absolutely  neceflary  for  hiv¬ 
ing  the  being,  liberty,  or  property  of  the  Society,  at 
a  fir  it  o-eneral  meeting,  but  fhall  Hand  over  for  con- 
lirmatlon  to  a  fecond,  diftant  at  leait  one  calendar 
month .  At  every  general  meeting,  the  minutes  of 
the  former,  together  with  the  proceedings  of  the  di¬ 
rectors,  ill  all  be  read  over,  the  1  a  it  for  the  information 
of  the  body,  the  others  for  their  confirmation  amend- 
men  t  o  r  re  be  clioti . 


n 

l1  i  L 


Tlie  difpofal  of  the  capital  is  an  affair  or  too  muen 
confequer.ee,  and  too  eflential,  to  be  lodged  with  any 
other  than  the  whole  body  met  in  a  general  aflembly. 
Should  it  be  laid,  that  the  directors  muff:  be  heft  ac 
quaiiited  with  thfe  Society’s  affairs ,  aiid  therefore  rmtl 
be  belt  j ridges  ;  granting  it  td  be  true,  tire  directors 
make  a  part  of  the  whole,  the  body  in  their  general 
aflembly  can  avail  thfcmfclves  of 'their  knowledge,  and 
at  the  fame  time  form  fotne  iildgehient  j  whether  other 
motives  than  public  good  have  influenced  their  opini¬ 
on  ;  b e I i d e s ,  the  cl i r e 61  of  s ,  fr b n 1 1 h e \ r  i u p c r i o r  kn o  \\  - 
led<5*cC  and  the  reflect,  the  Society  is  likely  to  have  ler 
the  per  foils  whom  the-"7  have  chofcn  to  concd.iu  tneu 
affairs,  can  feafee  fail  of  fupporting  any  fell eme  rela¬ 
tive  thereto',  which  they  may  form,  iralefs  manifcfl ly 
improper,  let  it  therefore  be 

A  R  T  1  C  L  E  XIX 

So  much  of  the  monies  of  the  Society,  as  Audi  Ik 

C 


judged  necefiary  by  the  directors  to  anfwer  the  Cur¬ 
rent  demands  thereof,  dial]  be  kept  in  the  hands  of  the 
■  i  c  a  fill  ci  ;  the  reft  (hall  be  paid  at  their  order  into  the 
hands  of  the  truftees,  to  be  by  them  veiled  in,  or  fecur- 
ed  upon  or  by ,  government  or  other  public  or  real  fe¬ 
minities,  or  laid  out  in  tlie  purchafe  of  lands,  tene¬ 
ments  or  hereditaments  in  their  names,  in  fuch  man¬ 
ner  as  (hall  be  directed,  by  order  made  and  confirmed 
at  two  general  meetings  of  the  Society. 


jl  iiL  i  cn ( onable nc is  and  pifticc  of  tlie  (ubfec^vieut  ar¬ 
ticle  are  felf-evident. 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E  XX. 

TIie  directors ,  treafurer  and  truftees,  and  all  acting 
uncier  them,  (hall  be  indemnified  in  performing  all  law¬ 
ful  acts  in  purfuance  of  thefe  prefents,  and  of  the  rules 
<uid  i  egulations  made  concerning  tlie  lame,  out  of  tlie 
Hock  of  the  Society,  which  is  in  the  firft  place  charged 
therewith,  and  the  reimburfement  of  all  colls  that  they, 
their  heirs,  executors  and  adminiftrators  may  have 
fuftained,  by  the  legal  performance  of  their  lefpedtive 
offices,  provided  that  in  cafe  of  caufes  and  fuits  rela¬ 
tive  thereto,  the  fame  are  carried  on  and  defended,  by 
the  confent  and  under  the  direction  and  approbation  of 
the  directors,  until  there  is  a  general  meeting  of  the 
Society,  to  the  controul  or  direction  of  which  the  fame 
fhall  be  fubjeift.  The  directors,  treafurer,  truftees  and 
all  acting  under  them,  their  refpetftive  heirs,  execu¬ 
tors  or  adrninillrators,  fhall  be  anfwerablefor  no  more 
monies  or  effects  than  what  were  actually  received  bv 
tliem  refpe&ively,  or  by  another  on  their  exprefs  or¬ 
der  without  the  direction,  confent  or  liccnfe  of  the  di- 
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rectors  ;  nor  Hi  all  any  of  them  be  anfwerable  for  the 
default,  or  negledt,  or  mifdoings  of  the  other  or  ou¬ 
tliers  of  them,  but  only  each  one  for  his  own  relpecftive 
acfts  and  conduct. 


Let  the  power  and  bufinefs  of  the  directors  bp  ex~ 
pr cited  in 


ARTICLE  XXL 

The  directors  for  the  time  being  ihali  have  the  care 
and  management  of  all  the  Society's  affairs,  accordimr 
to  the  rules  and  oi  ders  contained  in  the  deed ,  and  here¬ 
after  to  be  made  by  the  body  ;  fhall  admit  members  ; 
iffue  orders  for  the  iigning  of  policies,  the  lending  cal¬ 
ling  in  or  paying  of  monies  ;  fhall  appoint,  and  vary 


as  needful,  the  time  and  place  of  their  own  meetings, 
the  choice,  fufpeufion,  removal  and  government  of  the 
Society's  fervants,  together  with  the  falaries  and  wages 
and  all  difputes  or  doubts  concerning  the  fame ;  fhall 
meet  at  leaif  once  in  every  fix  weeks  ;  fhall  compeie 
a  legal  board  for  the  tranfadling  all  bufinefs,  when  and 
while  amounting  to  feyen  ;  fhall  declare  a  vacancy  a- 
m on g  themfelves,  when  any  one  has  been  abfent  from 
their  meetings  for  four  fucceOive  months,  without 
afligning  a  fatisfaflory  reafon  for  the  fame  ;  lhall 
grant  licenfes  for  going  and  abiding  beyond  the  limits 
allowed  by  the  deed  ;  fhall  receive  the  furrender  of  po¬ 
licies  of  perfons  quitting  the  Society  ;  fhall  examine 
claims  and  determine  the  fame  ;  fhall  compound,  ad- 
juft  and  fettle  difputes  relating  to  the  policies  and  the 
annuities  intended  to  be  fe cured  thereby  ;  fhall  fee  that 
the  accounts  be  carefully  kept  and  all  proceedings  re¬ 
gularly  entered  in  proper  books,  all  which  bocks,  ex- 
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Ccptuig  what  contain  the  loans  of  money  to  private 
per  Tons,  and  the  ages  of  the  members  and  annuity-re¬ 
ceivers,  wherein  fecrefy  ought  to  be  obferved ,  may  be 
infpcCtcd  by  the  feveral.  members  at  proper  feafonable 
tinles  ;  and  fhall  give  all  needful  directions  for  accom¬ 
modating  themfelves  and  the  Society  at  their  refpeCtive 
m c c t in g 3 ,  a n d  lor  fe cirri n g  the! r  d c e d s ,  b o o k s  o f  ac¬ 
counts,  Sec,  and  (hall  take  care  of  the  regular  and 
punctual  payments  of  the  annuities  ;  and  every  direct¬ 
or,  who  fhall  d  blent  from  the  proceedings  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  or  of  the  directors,  may  have  his  difient  with  liis 
reafon  for  the  fame  entered  in  the  minute  book  of  the 
Society  e 


■>. 


a  ior.p'  time 
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■  Tis  to  be  hoped,  that  there  will,  for 
to  come,  be  members  fufficiently  qualified,  wdiofe  cir- 
cumftances  will  allow  it,  and  whofe  public  fpirit  will 
incline  them,  to  ferve  the  Society  as  truftccs ,  treafur- 
cr  and  directors,  without  requiring  any  pecuniary  con- 
iideration,  though  fuch  in  forne  future  period  may  be 
highly  reafon  able.  Servants  mu  ft  be  paid,  but  they 
fhould  be  allowed  no  fees,  w  hich  in  too  many  inftanccs 
have  proved  introductory  to  various  abufes  and  abo¬ 
minable  impofitions,  let  it  be  then 


ARTICLE  XXII. 

No  truflee,  treafurer  or  director  fliall  receive  any  fa- 
lary,  fee  or  reward,  for  liis  ferviccs  or  attendance  on 
the  Society  or  their  affairs ,  unlefs  hereafter  it  fhall  be 
found  requifite  to  appoint  any  fum  of  money  for  fuch 
purpofe,  and  the  fame  fhall  have  been  agreed  upon 
and  confirmed  at  tw^o  general  meetings.  No  clerk, 
agent  or  fervant  of  the  Society  fhall  take  any  fee  or 


A 


I 
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reward,  from  any  perfon  t  ran  fa  cling  bufincfs  with  the 
Society,  or  receiving  annuities  from  it,  under  penalty 
of  being  immediately  difeharged  for  lb  doing. 


Human  forelight  like  human  knowledge  is  confined 
within  narrow  bounds,  and  when  united  are  very  inca¬ 
pable  of  forming*  regulations  Ratable  to  the  fever  al 

£  O  Q 

exigences  future  time  may  produce,  lo  that  it  ftiould 
be  concluded  by 

A  R  TICL  E  XXIII. 

For  the  more  effectual  completing  the  benevolent  in¬ 
tention  of  the  Society,  and  to  provide  lor  all  exigen¬ 
ces,  a  general  "meeting  may  make  inch  orders  and 
rules,  for  the  better  executing  the  agreements  herein 
contained,  for  fupporting  the  Society  and  extending 
the  plan  and  rendering;  it  more  nieful,  as  may  be 
deemed  proper,  provided  that  fuch  rules  and  orders 
fhall,  before  they  become  binding,  be  confirmed  by  a 
fubfequent  meeting,  called  for  that  purpofe  and  held  at 
the  ditlance  of  one  calendar  month,  and  are  not  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  fundamental  rules  oi  the  Society,  but 
con  (on  ant  to  their  true  intents  and  meaning* 
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TABLE  I. 


Shewing  what  a  perfon  nmfi  pay  in  pur  chafing  a  tzcenr 
ty  pound  annuity ,  to  he  enjoyed ,  in  cafe  of  furvivor- 
Jhip ,  by  another  for  life ,  the  latter  not  being  younger 
than  the  former . 


gc- 

In  prefent  pay¬ 
ment  without 
an annual  one, 
interefl  being 
at 

Where  there  is  an 
an  nual  payment 
of  5:  £.  jftibjecSt 
to  failure  on  ei¬ 
ther  of  their 
deaths,  intereli 
being  at 

Would  he  lecure  an  additio¬ 
nal  £  IO>  ‘ 9  as  to  make 
the  annuity  £  30,  upon  liv¬ 
ing  10  yeais  after  admif- 
fion,  and  paying  annually 
£5  as  before,  lie  muft  add 
to  the  fum  in  the  immedi¬ 
ately  preceding  columns, 
Intereft  beingat 

4  prCt. 

4  kfrC 

SprCt. 

4  prCt. 

4t  /tC 

SprCt. 

4prCt- 

q^perC. 

SprCt. 

21 

71 

62  13 

56  12 

4  17 

•  «»  «■ 

.... 

tS  2 

15  4 

10  4 

2  S 

70  12 

62  14 

j6  18 

6  14 

I  14 

-  -  -  - 

17  10 

15  2 

12  I 

30 

70 

62  13 

57  2 

9  2 

4  8 

1  8 

l6  II 

14  8 

12  14 

35 

68  19 

62  4 

56 19 

it  6 

6  17 

4 

*  5  8 

13  10 

12 

40 

67  8 

6 1  6 

56  9 

13  5 

9  4 

6  8 

13  19 

12  8 

II  I 

45 

3 

39  16 

55  8 

14 17 

11  4 

8  12 

12  6 

1 1 

9  18 

50 

62  3 

57  12 

53  15 

16 

12  17 

10  9 

10  6 

9  6 

8  10 

55 

58  6 

54  10 

5i  5 

16 13 

14 

11  18 

8  2 

7  8 

6  15 

60 

53  6 

5°  7,47  15 

16  11 

14  9 

12  15 

5  1* 

5  4 

4  16 

From  the  above  table  it  appears,  that,  money  yield¬ 
ing  an  uninterrupted  compound  interefl:  of  4^  per¬ 
cent.  a  perfon  of  35,  in  order  to  fecure  an  annuity  of 
20  /.  for  the  life  of  another  of  the  fame  age,  in  cafe 
of  furvivorfhip,  mult  give  in  prefent  payment  62/.  4** 


n  23  3 

hut  fhould  lie  chufe  to  make  an  annual  payment  of  5/. 
fubject  to  a  failure  at  his  own  death  or  that  of  the 
intended  annuity-receiver,  then  he  will  have  to  pay- 
down  only  61.  17 s.  the  value  of  fuch  annual  payment 
being  the  difference  between  62/.  4 s.  and  6/.  17/.  or 
S$l.  7 s.  But  would  he  fecure  an  additional  10  /.  fo 
making  the  annuity  30  /.  in  cafe  lie  fhould  live  ten 
y cai s  aftei  ndmiflion,  befides  the  annual  payment  of 
5/.  he  muft  pay  down  13 1.  10s.  more  than  the  6h 
17s.  or  in  all  20/.  7 s.  Does  he  prefer  payino-  at  once 
the  whole  value  of  the  increafing  annuity,  he  mud:  to 
62/.  4J.  add  13/.  1  oj* ,  that  being  the  w'orth  of  an  ad¬ 
ditional  10  /.  annuity  after  ten  years,  N.  B.  Ti  e 
worth  of  an  annual  payment  of  '5  /.  for  the  life  of  a 
perfon,  fubject  to  the  above  mentioned  failure,  is,  the 
difference  between  the  fum  to  he  paid  at  admiffion 
when  there  is  no  fuch  payment,  and  the  fum  to  be 
paid  when  there  is  :  And  the  value  of  an  additional 
10/.  after  ten  years  is  the  fum  mentioned  in  the  laft 
let  of  columns.  An  attendance  to  this  obfervation 
may  help  a  Society  in  varying  its  terms  to  accomo¬ 
date  different  perfons  :  and  thus,  a  member  may  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  fecure  a  10  /.  annuity  after  ten  years,  when 
lie  is  3y  years  old,  to  one  of  the  like  age  in  cafe  of 
fui  vivorihip,  on  his  paying  down  only  13/.  io.r.  or  a 
2o  /.  annuity  aftei  the  laid  term  of  ten  years  011  pay¬ 
ing  27  /.  but  in  this  cafe  fhould  he  die  'before  the  ten 
yeais,  the  intended  annuity-receiver  reaps  no  benefit, 

from  what  has  been  paid,  which  goes  to  the  ufe  of  the 
Society, 
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Shelving  what  a  pur  chafer  maft  pay ,  more  than  in  the 
the  preceding  table ,  upon  every  year  he  is  older  than 
!  i,  the  intended  annuity -receiver  ?  fuppofing  iniereft  to  be 

at  4^  per  cent . 


Age  of 

n 

|  For  t  lie  20  /. 

annuity 

For  the 

20  £.  annuity 

For  the5o£.  annuity  af~ 

the  uer- 

Age  of 

I  where 

the  payment 

where  there  is  an  an_ 

ter  ten  years. 

where 

fern  to  beithe  Pur" 

1  is  made  at  once. 

liual  payment  of  5  £ 

there  is  an  annualpay- 

benefit- 

chafer. 

• 

ment  ot  5  £. 

ed. 

d . 

- 

S.‘  1 

d. 

£• 

1 5 

2 1 

O 

l8 

O 

0 

I  2 

0 

i 

0 

0 

20 

25 

1 

O 

O 

*  0 

0 

I 

2 

6 

1 5 

25 

O 

*9* 

6 

0 

*5 

0 

I 

0 

0 

2  5 

3o 

I 

3 

0 

0 

l8 

0 

I 

6 

0 

i5 

3o 

I 

O 

A* 

0 

0 

17 

0 

I 

4 

6 

3° 

0  r6 

55 

I 

7 

0 

1 

I 

0 

I 

10 

6 

20 

35 

I 

C 

0 

1 

O 

0 

I 

9 

0 

i5 

35 

I 

4  i 

6 

1 

0 

o 

I 

8 

6 

35 

40 

I 

1 1 

0 

1 

5 

0 

I 

15 

O 

20 

40 

I 

10 

6 

1 

5 

0 

I 

15 

O 

20 

40 

I 

8 

0 

1 

3 

6 

I 

13 

6 

*5 

40 

I 

7 

0 

1 

0 

.p 

0 

I 

12 

6 

40 

45 

I 

16 

0 

1 

9 
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TABLE  III. 

Shewing  what  annuity  the  purchafer  may  become  enti¬ 
tled  to ,  after  a  certain  period,  for  the  remainder  of' 
life ,  upon  a  given  fum. 


Age. 

O 

An¬ 

nui¬ 

ty. 

[When 

[arrived 

p* 

Upon  paying 
reft  being 

,  in  te¬ 
at 

4  perCt . 

g-p  rCt 

5 

21 

3° 

90  19 

77 

65 

7 

25 

20 

45 

75  11 

65 

4 

56 

9 

3° 

20 

r  „  „ . 

100  ^ 

88 

I  T 

7  ^ 

9 

21 

40 

80  1 1 

69 

18 

55 

*3 

25 

40 

100  b 

85 

72 

2 

3° 

3° 

99 16 

86 

I  I 

75 

4 

35 

20 

88  18 

78 

19 

70 

5 

36 

20 

5° 

94  6 

84 

3 

75 

5 

37 

20 

IOO  I 

89 

15 

80 

12 

•  38 

20 

106  5 

95 

15 

86 

8 

39 

20 

I  12  I  7 
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* 

3 

92 

J3 

40 

20  1 

1 19  18! 
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2 

99 

8 

4° 

20 

76  13 

68 

9 

6  t 

3 

41  ' 

20 
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73 

2 

65 

13 

42 

20 
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78 

2 

7o 

io 

43 

20 

55 

9o  5| 

83 

i  1 

75 

i5 

44 

20 

98  4 

89 

7 

84 

8 

45 

20 

104  T3 

95 

M 

87 

12 

40 

3° 

>. 

69  1 3 

6 1 

2 

53 

12 

41 

3° 

74  3 

65 

5 

57 

10 

42 

30 

78  18 

69 

15 
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15 

43 

30 

6  ‘9 
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12 
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7 

44 

20 

59  ** 

5 } 

4 

47 

1 1 

45 

20 

60 
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19 

Si 
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46 

2q 

67  13 

61 

55 

1 

47 
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48 
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63 

18 

49 
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75 

5 

68 

18 
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74 

7 
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T  ABLE  IV. 


shewing  want  the  pur  chafer  rnujl  give  down ,  bejides 
making  a  pdyrhent  annually  oj  $  jf*  till  he  becomes 
entitled  to  the  annuity . 


4n- 

When  1 

JN'l 

3 ERE ST 

Age. 
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at. 

4  perCt . 
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In  forming  the  preceding  tables,  the  calculations 
have  been  made  clown  to  the  fourth  decimal  inclufive, 
and  all  needful  exact nefs  been  attended  to  ;  fo  that 
they  may  be  fafely  depended  upon,  for  the  folution  of 
other  queftipns,  than  thole  to  which  they  are  dir  eft 
anfwers. 

In  working  the  probabilities  of  the  given  lives,  the 
procefs  has  been  carried  on  according-  to  Mr.  Dc 
Moivre' s  Hypothefis,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Price , 
note.p.  23.  which  is  probably  the  reafon  of  the  diffe¬ 
rence  in  the  value  of  the  annuities  (intereft  at  4  per 
cent)  as  in  Table  Ilf,  and  as  given  by  Dr.  Pricc7 
p.  109. 


According  to  the  Doctor. 

By 

Ta- 

4  mini- 

to  he  en- 

by  pef- 

1 

ble 

III. 

ties  of 

joyed  af- 

ions  a- 

amount  to 

to 

ter 

ged 

— 
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2 1 

*5 

’l 
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1 1 
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3° 

5° 

3° 

101 
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9  9 
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20 

35 
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18 

88 

1 8 
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40 
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I 

I  I9 

18 

20 

55 
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74 
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76 

J3 
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45 
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15 
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3° 

40 

^7 

69 

i5 

20 

60 

45 

60 

1 7 

63 

IO 

20 

5° 

85 

2 

_ 

87 

19 

The  Dobtor  calculated  on  the  probabilities  of  tiie 
duration  of  life,  as  deduced  by  Dr.  Halley ',  and  given 
in  the  appendix  p .  316. 

The  purchafer  of  an  annuity,  to  be  enjoyed,  after 
his  deceafe,  by  another  in  cafe  of  furvivorlhip,  being 
a  year  upon  probation,  wherein  he  hazards  all  lie  liaj 
advanced,  the  calculation  for  the  annual  payments  gives 

D  2 
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him  Tome  credit  for  the  fame,  by  reckoning  as  though 
they  began  to  be  made  on  liis  commencing  a  member, 
in  Acad  of  a  year  after. 

In  calculating  the  value  of  the  additional  I qL  the 
reckoning  goes  upon  nine  years inftead  of  ten,  as  it  will 
be  but  nine  years  after  the  20 L  has  been  fecured,  be- 
lore  the  right  to  that  addition  will  be  obtained  ;  by 
this  means  the  purchafer  is  charged  fomewhat  more 
than  had  it  went  upon  ten  years  ;  but  far  lefs  than  is 
allowed  lor,  by  reckoning  the  annual  payment  as  tho> 

made  when  he  becomes  a  member.  Should  it  be 

'  /  .  *  , 

thought  that  in  juftice  the  calculation  fhould  have 
gone  upon  ten  inftead  of  nine  years,  it  is  only  deter¬ 
mining  that  he  ftiallnot  pay  for  the  additional  10/,  till 
he  has  paffed  through  his  probation  year  ;  which  may 
be  more  agreeable  th*n  the  paying  for  the  whole  to¬ 
gether. 

The  tables  fuppofe  that  the  money  is  put  out  im¬ 
mediately,  accumulates  continually  by  an  uninterrupt¬ 
ed  compound  intereft,  is  never  loft,  nor  diminifhed  in 
value  ;  now,  as  in  fa  ft,  it  muft  often  lie  by,  cannot  ac¬ 
cumulate  at  that  rate,  and  will  be  fubjeft  to  a  dimi¬ 
nution  through  loftes,  failure  of  intereft  and  the  like, 
it  may  be  mod  advifeable  to  reckon  upon  no  more 
than  4^  per  cent,  certain  compound  continued  intereft, 
and  therefore  Table  II*  goes  only  upon  that  eftimatc. 
They,  who  are  othervyife  minded  from  confidering 
the  height  of  legal  intereft,  may  be  convinced  upon 
reading  the  following  quotations  from  Dr.  Price ,  viz* 
p.  8.  tc  In  equal  ages  the  mortality  of  males  has  been 
ec  found  to  be  greater  than  the  mortality  of  females, 
P.  271,  2 72,  the  greater  mortality  of  males  appears 
on  the  whole  to  be  afaft  well  eftabliflied.  P.  106. 

iC  The  ilfuc  of  the  belt  fehemes  of  this  kind  muft  be  in 

-  -  '  •  .  ... 
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cc  fome  degree  uncertain.  For  want  of  proper  obfer?, 
i'  vations ,  it  is  not  pofflble  to  determine  what  allow- 
“  ances  ought  to  be  made,  on  account  of  the  higher 
{c  probabilities  of  life  among  females  than  males.  No 
'£  prudence  can  prevent  all  Ioffes  in  the  improvement 
“  of  monies;  nor  can  any  care  guard  againft  the  in- 
“  conveniencies  to  fucli  fchemes,  which  mu  ft  arife 
“  fr  om  thofe  perfons  being;  molt  ready  to  fly  to  them, 
ct  who,  by  reafon  of  concealed  diforders,  feel  thern- 
lelves  moft  likely  to  want  the  benefit  of  them.  'Tis 
cc  vain  to  form  fuch  eftablifhments  with  the  expecta- 
Cc  tion  of  feeing  their  fate  determined  foon  by  experi- 
dice.  P.  107.  No  experiments  of  this  fort  fhould. 
cc  be  tried  haflily.  An  unfuccefsful  one  nmft  be  pro- 
“  dudfcive  of  very  pernicious  efrefts.  All  inadequate 
c(  fchemes  lay  the  foundation  of  prefent  relief  on  fit  - 
i<‘  ture  calamity,  and  afford  afliftance  to  a  fezo  by  dif- 
LC  appointing  and  opprefling  multitudes .  P.  hi.  Cer- 
Ci  tainly  a  Society  that  means  to  be  a  permanent  ad- 
*c  vantage  to  the  public,  ought  always  to  take  higher 
cc  rather  than  lower  values,  for  the  fake  of  rendering  it- 
tc  felt  more  fecure,  and  gaining  fome  profits  to  balance 
Ioffes  and  expences.  P.  129.  In  matters  of  chance, 
ci  it  is  impoflible  to  fay,  that  an  unfavourable  run  of 
cc  events  will  not  come,  which  may  hurt  the  beft  con- 
c v  trived  fcheme.  The  calculations  only  determine 
“probabilities;  and,  agreeably  to  thefe,  it  may  be 
cc  depended  on,  that  events  will  happen  on  the  whole. 
“  But  at  particular  periods,  and  in  particular  inflances, 
“  great  deviations  will  often  happen;  and  thefe  devi- 
“  ations  at  the  commencement  of  a  fcheme,  mu  ft 
“  prove  either  very  favourable,  or  very  unfavoura- 
“  ble.” 


Should  a  better  intereft  then  be  made  of  the  mo- 
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tiey  than  allowed  for,  the  advantages  arifing .  from  it 
will  tend  to  give  eftablifliment  to  the  Society,  fecuri- 
ty  againft  unexpected  ills,  befides  an  ample  fiipply  for 
all  neceflary  expences. 

7 1  is  of  importance,  in  calculating  annuities,  to  de¬ 
termine  whether  the  lives  of  females  are  univ  erf  ally 
better  than  tliofe  of  males  ;  and  how  much  better  ; 
And  his  Honour,  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  having  ve¬ 
ry  obligingly  communicated  to  me,  feme  manuferipts 
containing  an  account  of  the  number  of  inhabitants, 
&c.  in  Majfachufett9 s-Bay ,  taken  by  order  in  1764, 
the  refult  was  fuch  as  induced  me  at  firft  fight  to  com 
elude,  that  in  this  colony,  as  in  many  other  places, 
the  lives  of  females  were  better  than  tliofe  of  males  : 
For  it  appeared  from  them,  that  there  were  33433 
houfes  j  41110  families  ,*  5909 o  white  males  above  16 
years  old,  and  64755  females,  making  together  123845: 
• — and  that  there  were  58390  white  males  under  16, 
and  55945  females,  in  all  1 14335.  The  whole  num¬ 
ber  of  males  and  females  was  238180.  Though  the 
males  under  16  exceeded  the  females  by  2445,  yet  the 
females  above  16  exceeded  the  males  by  5665.  The 
number  of  towns  that  lent  in  accounts  was  196: 
fome  few  declined,  or  neglected  doing  it.  I11  46 
of  thefe  towns  the  males  above,  as  well  as  under 
16,  exceeded  the  females*  In  47  of  them  the  females 
exceeded  the  males  under  as  well  as  above  t6.  In  18 
of  them  the  males  above  16  exceeded  the  females,  and 
the  females  under  16  exceeded  the  males.  In  the  re¬ 
mainder  the  males  under  16  exceeded  the  females,  and 
the  females  above  16  exceeded  the  males.  But  not- 
withftanding  this  appearance  in  fupport  of  the  better 
lives  of  females  litre  as  well  as  el fe where,  when  infor¬ 
mation  had  been  obtained — that  the  order  appeared 
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-myfterious,  occafioned  an  alarm  in  many  places,  was 
difagrceable  to  multitudes,  was  not  enforced  by  any 
penalty,  and  was  not  carefully  complied  with— that 
different  towns  purpofely  took  fuch  loofe  accounts  as 
fliould  prevent  its  being  known  how  numerous  they 
were— that  it  was  highly  probable  that  the  return  of 
the  males  was  lower  than  the  truth,  and  that  all  who 
were  at  fea,  amounting  to  fome  hundreds  from,  vari¬ 
ous  ports,  were  left  out  of  the  account — and  that  the 
colony  had  loft  full  five,  if  not  near  ten  thoufand  men  by 
the  war  immediately  preceding— could  not  but  con¬ 
clude,  on  further  thought,  that  the  full  number  of  the 
white  inhabitants  was  not  to  be  determined  from  the 
return,  and  that  the  males  in  the  MaJJachufett* **  s  were 
not  only  more,  but  better  lives,  *  than  thofe  of  the  fe- 


*  Since  writing  the  above,  have  been  confirmed  in  my 
concluflon,  by  what  Dr.  Price  mentions  in  his  Supplement ,  p. 
15,  1 6,  17.  “  There  is  a  difference  between  the  mortality  of 

ii  males  and  females.— I  mutt  however  obferve,  that  it  may 
(<  be  doubted,  whether  this  difference  fb  unfavourable  to 
males,  is  natural  ;  and  the  following  facts  will  prove,  that 
I  have  reafon  for  fuch  doubts. 

u  It  appears,  from  feveral  regiflers  in  S 11  f milch’ &  works,  that? 
iC  this  difference  is  much  lefs  in  the  country  purifies  and  villa- 
ges  of  Brandenburgh,  than  in  the  towns :  And,  agreeable 
to  this,  it  appears  likewife,  from  the  accounts  of  the  fame 
curious  writer,  that  the  number  of  males  in  the  country 
is  comes  much  nearer  to  the  number  of  females. 

iC  At  the  time  tlie  accounts  were  taken  of  the  inhabitants 
*c  in  the  province  of  New- Jersey  in  America,  they  were 

**  didinguilhed  particularly  into  nudes  and  females  under 
i(  and  above  fixteen. 

In  1738,  the  number  of  males  under  16  was,  10639; 
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males.  'I  he  number  of  negroes  returned,  was,  males 
3020,  females  2226;  the  difproportion  between  the 
fexes  may  be  accounted  for,  upon  the  far  greater  im¬ 
port  of  males.  The  Indians  were  728  males,  953 
females  ;  but  nothing  decillve  can  be  gathered  from 
hei  'e,  unlefs  it  could  be  known,  whether  any,  and 
how  many  males  had  periftied  by  the  war ;  whether 
numbers  might  not  be  abfent  upon  hunting,  fi  idling  or 
other  engagements,  who  were  not  in  the  account ; 
and  what  was  the  difproportion  between  the  fexes,  of 
thofe  that  had  peri  hied  by  the  exc  chive  drinking  of 
that  artificial  American  poifon — Rum.  There  was  no 
takiim  the  ages  of  either  Negroes  or  Indians. 

Much  exatftnefs,  and  an  attention  to  every  circum- 
fiance  are  requifite  in  communicating  accounts,  that 
may  be  ufed  by  other’s  as  a  foundation  for  calcula¬ 
tions  ;  or  the  whole  may  be  extremely  erroneous. 
Thus  Dr.  Price  concludes,  p.  198,  that,  “  at  Bojlon 
sc  t]ie  inhabitants  would  decreafe  were  there  no  fup- 
“  ply  from  the  country;  if  the  account  given  in  the 
4 1  Gentleman’ s  Magazine  or  17 5*3’  P-  4*3»  kom  173 1 
ct  to  * 7 52,  of  births  and  burials  in  the  town  was  juft  ; 
t<  fccimr  that  the  burials  all  along  exceeded  the  births. ,J> 
Have  examined  the  Magazine ,  and  obferve,  that  it  is 
trot  an  account  of  births  and  burials,  but  of  baptifms 


**  males  9700  :  males  above  16 — 11631 ;  females  10725.  hi 
,( 1 7  45,  thefe  numbers  were,  males  under  16 — 14523  ;  females 
tt  13754  :  males  above  t6 — 15087  ;  females  13704- 

<(  -p]ic  inference  is  obvious  ;  that  human  life  in  males  is 
,i  more  brittle  than  in  females,  only  in  confequence  of  ad- 
44  ventitious  canfes,  or  of  fome  particular  debility,  that 
4<  taiies  place  in  poliflted  and  luxurious  Societies,  and  efpeci* 

<<  ally  in  great  towns.” 


A 
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and  burials — that  the  number  of  burials  in  the  time 
fpecified  was  13384;  o  i  b  apt  if  ms  1185-0; — that  the 
baptijms  were  therefore  lefs  than  the  burials  by  1534 

_ and  t]iat  in  the  burials  w'ere  included  20 ti  blacks, 

fo  that  the  number  of  whites  buried  was  only  11373* 
Kbw  it  muft  be  nbied,  that  thefe  accounts  of  burials 
and  baptifms  were  molt  probably  taken  from  the 
nfcws-papers — that  little  ftrefs  is  to  be  laid  upon  their 
authority  in  this  matter,  as  it’s  notorious  to  the  tnini- 
fters,  that  their  lifts,  efpecially  in  the  article  of  bap- 
tifm,  are  very  imperfect  and  below  the  truth,  though 
likely  to  be  much  more  correct  in  the  other  that 
great  numbers  are  born,  who  from  various  caufes  are 
not  baptized — and  that  the  marriages  and  births  a- 
mong  the  negroes,  cannot,  by  reafon  of  their  peculiar 
circumftances,  bear  the  fame  proportion  with  their  bu¬ 
rials  to  thofe  of  the  inhabitants.  Nothing  pofitiye 
concerning  the  decreafe  of  the  inhabitants  at  Bofton , 
can  then  be  concluded  upon,  from  the  accounts  grven 
in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine . 

Would  o-entlemen  who  have  time  and  opportunity 
communicate  by  the  help  of  news-papers,  or  any  o- 
ther  way,  the  proper  intelligence,  calculators  mig  it 
be  at  a  much  greater  certainty  ;  efpecially,  were  they 
to  obferve  the  like  exadnefs  with  what  appears  m  the 

following  letter 5  viz. 

Rowley 7  March  12,  1772. 

Meffi’rs  Fleets,  ■ 

«BY  one  of  your  late  Bofton  Evening  Pofts,  we  had 

Intelligence  of  a  remarkable  inftance  of  the  ftiortncfs 

of  human  life  ;  of  100  perfons  born  the  fame  yj-ai, 

one  only  remained  alive  the  76  th  a  ‘  "  1  ^ 

far  the  greater  part  of  them  died  many  e  01 

E 


t  34  3 

Beplealed,  therefore, on  the  contrary ,  to  take  this 

account ^  of  longevity  from  the  records  of  the  flrft 

Clniich  in  Rowley  ;  wherein,  from  September  10,1682, 

imtil  January  25,  1691,  the  (pace  of  eight  years  and 

ocudy  hve  months,  there  were  246  perfons  baptized* 

.v^id  1  ebrqary  45  1  7  7 1,  there  were  twenty  four  of  them, 
living « 

,  “  Now>  divIde  246  by  24,  and  you  will  find  that  more 
toan  one  of  ten  lived  to  be  between  80  and  89  years 

old*  '  '  ’  '  . 

cc  Of  thefaid  24,  males  and  females  being  in  number 
equal,  three  were  baptized  Anno  1682,  turned  there- 
Jure  into  their  89th  year, four  in  84,  one  in  85,  one  in 
66,  two  in  87,  two  in  88,  two  in  89,  eight  in  90,  and 
enc  in  1691.  And  there  being-  but  thirty  two  baptiz¬ 
ed  in  1690,  and  eight  of  them  living  February  1771, 
fhews  that  one  of  four  baptized  that  year,  have  lived 

to  be  turned  into  their  Sift  year.  A  rare  inftance  in- 
deed  ! 


“  And  there  is  a  perfon  now  living  in  a  neighbouring 
town,  baptized  in  this,  O&ober,  1681,  JEt.  91,  And 
there  are  now  living,  in  the  firft  parifh  in  the  town, 
nine  pel  Ions  between  80  and  90  years  of  age,  and  pro¬ 
bably  about  fo  many  more  in  the  other  parts  of"  the 
town  • 


And  there  have  died  in  the  town,  the  tw  o  laffc  years, 
eleven  aged  people,  including  but  three  of  the  faid  24 
(which  three  died  a  few  months  paft)  one  JEt,  8  i , 

87,  four  88,  one  90,  one  93. 

It  may  be  added,  that  there  Jived  in  the  place  now 
called  the  firft  parifli  in  Rowley,  four  perfons,  the  flrft 
of  whom  died  Anno  1716,  and  the  1  aft  1729,  and  each 
of  the  four,  by  the  beft  accounts  that  could  be  had* 
iccl  an  100  years  old  and  upwards, 
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“  There  were  but  about  220  perfons  buried  there  be¬ 
tween  thefe  four,  and  icarce  xoco  lince  the  firft  of 
them  unto  this  time. 

“  It  has  been  a  common  remark,  that  people  in 
New-En gland  do  not  live  fo  Jong  as  in  Old.  judge 
how  juft  an  one.  You  will  rarely  find  in  accounts 
from  thence,  that  more  than  cue  of  1000  live  to  be 
100  years  old  or  upwards.  Here  are  four  in  lefs  than 

lOOOo 

“  You  may  depend  upon  the  above  account  as  ge¬ 
nuine  and  certain,  unavoidable  human  errors  except'* 
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